TULIP

The Flve Polnts of Calvinism

Seven Rivers Church, Fall 2023



A GALVINIST IS:NEVER LATE; NOR
IS&HEEAH[Y.

memegenerator.net

| DIDN’T CHOOSE THE
CALVINIST LIFE

HEY GIRL,

THE CALVINIST LIFE CHOSE ME IS YOUR NAME GRACE?
BECAUSE YOU'RE

IRRESISTABLE.




CLASS SCHEDULE

September 6 Unit 1 Introduction to The Five Points of Calvinism
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October 4 Unit 5 P — Perseverance of the Saints
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CLASS 1: INTRODUCTION & TOTAL DEPRAVITY

CLass 1
INTRODUCTION TO THE FIVE POINTS OF CALVINISM & TOTAL DEPRAVITY

I/ Introduction to The Five Points of Calvinism

A. Historical Context

v

1483 1509 1517 1546 1559 1561 1563 1564 1609 1618 1646

“1did, like all other solemn little boys, try to be in advance of the age. Like them | tried to be
some ten minutes in advance of the truth. And | found that | was eighteen hundred years
behind it... When | fancied | stood alone | was really in the ridiculous position of being backed
up by all of Christendom. It may be, Heaven forgive me, that | did try to be original; but | only
succeeded in inventing all by myself an inferior copy of the existing traditions of civilized
religion.” —G.K. Chesterton
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B. Theological Context
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CLASS 1: INTRODUCTION & TOTAL DEPRAVITY

C. 3 Exhortations

Humble Calvinism

“A humble Arminian can be a good Christian. But a proud Calvinist cannot be a
good Christian or a good Calvinist.” —Ray Ortlund

“Calvinism in the head will puff you up. Calvinism in the heart will build others
up.” =J.A. Medders

“Of all people who engage in controversy, we, who are called Calvinists, are most
expressly bound by our own principles to the exercise of gentleness and
moderation.” —John Newton
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ii.  Sola Scriptura

iii.  The one point of Calvinism

“How | do love the doctrines of grace when they are taken in connection with
Christ. Some people preach the Calvinistic points without Jesus; but what hard,
dry, marrowless preaching it is... let every believer remember he does not get
these doctrines as he should get them, unless he receives them in Christ.”
—Charles Spurgeon
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Il/ Total Depravity

A. How far have we fallen?

B. We are spiritually dead

C. We are sinful in nature
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D. Our willisin bondage to sin and Satan

E. The reign of sin is universal

F. We are unable to change ourselves
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G. What about our good works?

H. Monergism vs. synergism

I.  Am | still totally depraved?
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J.  Personal applications
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PART I:

THE FIVE POINTS DEFINED

The Five Points of Arminianism Contrasted with the Five Points of
Calvinism

THE “FIVE POINTS” OF
ARMINIANISM

THE “FIVE POINTS" OF
CALVINISM

Free Will or Human Ability

Although human nature was
seriously affected by the fall,
man has not been left in a
state of total spiritual helpless-
ness. God graciously enables
every sinner to repent and be-
lieve, but He does so in such
a manner as not to interfere

with man's freedom. Each sin- |

ner possesses a free will, and
his eternal destiny depends on
how he uses it. Man's freedom
consists of his ability to choose
good over evil in spiritual mat-
ters; hizs will is not enslaved
to his sinful nature. The sin-
ner has the power to either
cooperate with God's Spirit
and be regenerated or resist
God's grace and perish. The
lost sinner needs the Spirit's
assistance, but he does not
have to be regenerated by the
Spirit before he can believe,
for faith is man's act and pre-
cedes the new birth. Faith is
the sinner's gift to God; it is
man's contribution to salvation.

Conditional Eleetion

God's choice of certain indi-
viduals unto salvation before
the foundation of the world
was based upon His foreseeing

that they would respond to His
call. He selected only those
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. Total Inability or Total De-

pravity

Because of the fall, man is
unable of himself to savingly
believe the gospel. The sinner
is dead, blind, and deaf to the
things of God; his heart is de-
ceitful and desperately cor-
rupt. His will is not free, it
is in bondage to his evil nature,
therefore, he will not—indeed
he cannot—choose good owver
evil in the spiritual realm.
Consequently, it takes much
more than the Bpirit's assist-
ance to bring a sinner to
Christ—it takes regeneration
by which the Spirit makes the
sinner alive and gives him a
new nature, Faith is not some-
thing man contributes to sal-
vation but is itself a part of
God's gift of salvation—it is
God's gift to the sinner, not
the sinner's gift to God.

. Unconditional Election

God's choice of certain in-
dividuals unto salvation before
the foundation of the world
reated solely in His own sover-
eign will. His choice of partic-
ular sinners was not based on




ARMINIANISM AND CALVINISM CONTRASTED

whom He knew would of them-
selves freely believe the gospel,
Election therefore was deter-
mined by or conditioned upon
what man would do. The faith
which God foresaw and upon
which He based His choice was
not given to the sinner by God
(it was not created by the re-
generating power of the Holy
Spirit) but resulted solely
from man's will. It was left
entirelv up to man as to who
would believe and therefore as
to who would be elected unto
salvation. God chose those
whom He knew would, of their
own free will, choose Christ.
Thus the sinner's choice of
Christ, not God's choice of the
sinner, iz the ultimate cause
of salvation.

Universal Redemption or
freneral Atonement

Christ's redeeming work
made it possible for everyone
to be saved but did not actual-
ly secure the salvation of any-
one. Although Christ died for
all men and for every man,
only those who believe in Him
are gaved. His death enabled
God to pardon sinners on the
condition that they believe, but
it did not actually put away
anvone's sins. Christ's redemp-
tion becomes effective only if
man chooszes to accept it.
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any foreseen response or obedi-
ence on their part, such as
faith, repentance, ete. On the
contrary, God gives faith and
repentance to each individual
whom He selected. These acts
are the result, not the cause
of God's choice, Election there-
fore was not determined by or
conditioned upon any virtuous
quality or act foreseen in man.
Those whom God sovereignly
elected He brings through the |
power of the Spirit to a willing
acceptance of Christ. Thus
God's choice of the sinner, not
the sinner’s choice of Christ,
is the ultimate cause of salva-
tion.

Particular Redemption or
Limited Atonement

Christ's redeeming work
was Intended to save the elect
only and actually secured sal-
vation for them. His death was
a substitutionary endurance of
the penalty of sin in the place
of certain specified sinners. In
addition to putting away the
sins of His people, Christ's re-
demption secured everything
necessary for their salvation,
including faith which unites
them to Him. The gift of faith
is infallibly applied by the
Spirit to all for whom Christ
died, thereby guaranteeing
their salvation,




PART I:

4. The Holy Spirit Can Be

Effectually Resisted

The Spirit calls inwardly all
those who are called outward-
ly by the gospel invitation; He
does all that He ean to bring
every sinner to salvation. But
inasmuch as man is free, he
can successfully resist the
Spirit's call. The Spirit eannot
regenerate the sinner until he
believes; faith (which is man's
contribution) precedes and
makes possible the new birth.
Thus, man's free will limits
the Spirit in the application of
Christ's saving work. The
Holy Spirit can only draw to
Christ those who allow Him to
have His way with them, Un-

til the sinner responds, the |

Spirit cannot give life. God's
grace, therefore, is not invinei-
ble; it can be, and often is,
resisted and thwarted by man.

. Falling from Grace

Those who believe and are
truly saved can lose their sal-
vation by failing to keep up
their faith, etc,

All Arminians have not been
agreed on this point; some
have held that believers are
eternally secure in Christ—
that once a sinner is regener-
ated, he can never be lost.
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THE FIVE POINTS DEFINED

4. The Efficacious Call of the

Spirit or Irresistible Grace

In addition to the outward
general call to salvation which
is made to everyone who hears
the gospel, the Holy Spirit ex-
tends to the elect a special in-
ward call that inevitably
brings them to salvation. The
external call {which is made to
all without distinetion) can be,
and often is, rejected ; whereas
the internal call {which is
made only to the elect) cannot
be rejected; it alwaya results
in conversion. By means of
this special call the Spirit ir-
resistibly draws sinners to
Christ. He is not limited in
His work of applying salvation
by man’s will, nor is He de-
pendent upon man's coopera-
tion for success. The Spirit
graciously causes the elect sin-
ner to cooperate, to believe, to
repent, to come freely and will-
ingly to Christ. God's grace,
therefore, is invineible; it nev-
er fails to result in the salva-
tion of those to whom it is ex-
tended.

5. Perseverance of the Saints

All who were chosen by God,
redeemed by Christ, and given
faith by the Spirit are eternal-
Iy saved. They are kept in
faith by the power of Al-
mighty God and thus persevere
to the end.
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ARMINIANISM AND CALVINISM CONTRASTED (ot

According to Arminjaniam

Salvation is accomplished
through the combined efforts of
Gaod (who takes the initiative) and
man (who must respond) —man's
response being the determining
factor. God has provided salva-
tion for everyone, but His provi-
gion becomes effective only for
those who, of their own free will,
“choose” to cooperate with Him
and accept His offer of grace. At
the crueial point, man's will plays
a decisive role; thus man, not God,
determines who will be the recipi-
ents of the gift of salvation.

REJECTED
by the Synod of Dort

This was the system of thought
contained in the “Remonstrance™
(though the “five points" were not
originally arranged in this order).
It was submitted by the Armin-
ians to the Church of Holland in
1610 for adoption but was rejected
by the Synod of Dort in 1619 on
the ground that it was unseriptur-
al.

According to Calvinism:

Salvation is accomplished by the
almighty power of the Triune God.
The Father chose a people, the
Son died for them, the Holy Spirit
makes Christ's death effective by
bringing the elect to faith and re-
pentance, thereby causing them to
willingly obey the gospel. The en-
tire process (election, redemption,
regeneration) is the work of God
and is by grace alone. Thus Ged,
not man, determines who will be
the recipients of the gift of salva-
tion.

REAFFIRMED
by the Synod of Dort

This system of theology was re-
affirmed by the Synod of Dert in
1619 as the doctrine of salvation
contained in the Holy Seriptures.
The system was at that time form-
ulated into “five peoints” (in
answer to the five points submit-
ted by the Arminians) and has
ever since been known as “the five
points of Calvinism."




