
New City Catechism: An Introduction 

On October 15, 2012 a new catechism was launched in New York City – 

New City Catechism. Like many catechisms before it, it contains echoes of 

previous catechisms. The compilers, Tim Keller and Sam Shammas, tell us 
that they have used the Heidelberg Catechism (1563), the Westminster Short-

er Catechism (1648) and Calvin’s Geneva Catechism (1541). The New City 

Catechism is arranged into fifty-two questions and answers, thus one ques-
tion per week for a year. One unique feature of this catechism is that it is a 

joint adult and children’s catechism. 

The New City Catechism is divided into three parts: 

 Part 1: God, creation and fall, law (twenty questions) 

 Part 2: Christ, redemption, grace (fifteen questions) 

 Part 3: Spirit, restoration, growing in grace (seventeen questions) 

Several wonderful resources to accompany the New City Catechism can 

be found on the website – http://www.newcitycatechism.com/home.php. 
There is a brief video teaching presentation, a short commentary and a short 

prayer for each question. 

Keller states that historically there were at least three purposes to cate-
chisms:  

The first was to set forth a comprehensive exposition of the gospel 

– not only in order to explain clearly what the gospel is, but also to 
lay out the building blocks on which the gospel is based, such as 

the biblical doctrine of God, of human nature, of sin, and so forth. 

The second purpose was to do this exposition in such a way that the 
heresies, errors, and false beliefs of the time and culture were ad-

dressed and counteracted. The third and more pastoral purpose was 

to form a distinct people, a counter-culture that reflected the like-

ness of Christ not only in individual character but also in the 
church’s communal life. 

 When looked at together, these three purposes explain why new 

catechisms must be written. While our exposition of gospel doc-
trine must be in line with older catechisms that are true to the 

Word, culture changes and so do the errors, temptations, and chal-

lenges to the unchanging gospel that people must be equipped to 
face and answer. 

Packer and Parrett’s 2010 book, Grounded in the Gospel: Building Be-

lievers the Old-Fashioned Way, is a helpful book to consult as one starts out 
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on a study of the New City Catechism. This book was reviewed by Howard 

McPhee in last year’s Haddington House Journal (pp. 81-82). 

We hope by placing the New City Catechism in this year’s journal many 

students and teachers around the world will become aware of this valuable 
resource and use it and/or the website with the accompanying resources. 

Some of the speakers on the web video presentations are Tim Keller, 

Kevin DeYoung, Thabiti Anyabwile, Ligon Duncan and John Piper, all 
council members of The Gospel Coalition. The writers of the commentaries 

and prayers include names like Augustine of Hippo, Martin Luther, Jonathan 

Edwards, John Stott and Francis Schaeffer.  
May the people of God be blessed through this recent undertaking. 

 

J. C. Whytock 

 
 

 



New City Catechism1 

PART 1: God, creation and fall, law. 

Q1 

What is our only hope in life and death? 

That we are not our own but belong, body and soul, both in life and death, to 
God and to our Savior Jesus Christ.  

Q2 

What is God?  
God is the creator and sustainer of everyone and everything. He is eternal, 

infinite, and unchangeable in his power and perfection, goodness and glory, 

wisdom, justice, and truth. Nothing happens except through him and by his 
will. 

Q3 

How many persons are there in God?  

There are three persons in the one true and living God: the Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit. They are the same in substance, equal in power and glo-

ry. 

Q4 

How and why did God create us? 
God created us male and female in his own image to know him, love him, 

live with him, and glorify him. And it is right that we who were created by 

God should live to his glory. 

 

Q5 

What else did God create? 
God created all things by his powerful Word, and all his creation was very 

good; everything flourished under his loving rule.  

                                                   
1 Adapted by Timothy Keller and Sam Shammas from the Reformation catechisms.  

Copyright  2012 by Redeemer Presbyterian Church. We encourage you to use and 
share this material freely – but please don’t charge money for it, change the wording, 

or remove the copyright information. Children’s answers are in italics. 
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Q6 

How can we glorify God?  

We glorify God by enjoying him, loving him, trusting him, and by obeying 
his will, commands, and law. 

Q7 

What does the law of God require? 
Personal, perfect, and perpetual obedience; that we love God with all our 

heart, soul, mind, and strength; and love our neighbor as ourselves. What 

God forbids should never be done and what God commands should always 
be done. 

Q8 

What is the law of God stated in the Ten Commandments? 
You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself an 

idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the 

waters below—you shall not bow down to them or worship them. You shall 
not misuse the name of the LORD your God. Remember the Sabbath day by 

keeping it holy. Honor your father and your mother. You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not give false 
testimony. You shall not covet. 

Q9 

What does God require in the first, second, and third commandments? 
First, that we know and trust God as the only true and living God. Second, 

that we avoid all idolatry and do not worship God improperly. Third, that we 

treat God’s name with fear and reverence, honoring also his Word and 
works. 

Q10 

What does God require in the fourth and fifth commandments? 
Fourth, that on the Sabbath day we spend time in public and private worship 

of God, rest from routine employment, serve the Lord and others, and so an-

ticipate the eternal Sabbath. Fifth, that we love and honor our father and our 
mother, submitting to their godly discipline and direction. 

Q11 

What does God require in the sixth, seventh, and eighth command-

ments?  

Sixth, that we do not hurt, or hate, or be hostile to our neighbor, but be pa-

tient and peaceful, pursuing even our enemies with love. Seventh, that we 
abstain from sexual immorality and live purely and faithfully, whether in 

marriage or in single life, avoiding all impure actions, looks, words, 

thoughts, or desires, and whatever might lead to them. Eighth, that we do not 
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take without permission that which belongs to someone else, nor withhold 

any good from someone we might benefit.  

Q12 

What does God require in the ninth and tenth commandments?  

Ninth, that we do not lie or deceive, but speak the truth in love. Tenth, that 

we are content, not envying anyone or resenting what God has given them or 
us. 

Q13 

Can anyone keep the law of God perfectly?  
Since the fall, no mere human has been able to keep the law of God perfectly, 

but consistently breaks it in thought, word, and deed.  

Q14 

Did God create us unable to keep his law?  

No, but because of the disobedience of our first parents, Adam and Eve, all of 
creation is fallen; we are all born in sin and guilt, corrupt in our nature and 

unable to keep God’s law.  

Q15 

Since no one can keep the law, what is its purpose?  

That we may know the holy nature and will of God, and the sinful nature and 

disobedience of our hearts; and thus our need of a Savior. The law also 
teaches and exhorts us to live a life worthy of our Savior. 

 

Q16 

What is sin? 

Sin is rejecting or ignoring God in the world he created, rebelling against 

him by living without reference to him, not being or doing what he requires 
in his law—resulting in our death and the disintegration of all creation.  

Q17 

What is idolatry?  
Idolatry is trusting in created things rather than the Creator for our hope and 

happiness, significance and security. 

Q18 

Will God allow our disobedience and idolatry to go unpunished? 

No, every sin is against the sovereignty, holiness, and goodness of God, and 

against his righteous law, and God is righteously angry with our sins and will 
punish them in his just judgment both in this life, and in the life to come. 
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Q19 

Is there any way to escape punishment and be brought back into God’s 

favor? 
Yes, to satisfy his justice, God himself, out of mere mercy, reconciles us to 

himself and delivers us from sin and from the punishment for sin, by a Re-

deemer. 

Q20 

Who is the Redeemer?  

The only Redeemer is the Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, in whom 
God became man and bore the penalty for sin himself.  

 

PART 2: Christ, redemption, grace. 

Q21 

What sort of Redeemer is needed to bring us back to God?  

One who is truly human and also truly God.  

Q22 

Why must the Redeemer be truly human?  

That in human nature he might on our behalf perfectly obey the whole law 

and suffer the punishment for human sin; and also that he might sympathize 
with our weaknesses.  

Q23 

Why must the Redeemer be truly God?  
That because of his divine nature his obedience and suffering would be per-

fect and effective; and also that he would be able to bear the righteous anger 

of God against sin and yet overcome death.  

Q24 

Why was it necessary for Christ, the Redeemer, to die?  

Since death is the punishment for sin, Christ died willingly in our place to 
deliver us from the power and penalty of sin and bring us back to God. By 

his substitutionary atoning death, he alone redeems us from hell and gains for 

us forgiveness of sin, righteousness, and everlasting life.  
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Q25 

Does Christ’s death mean all our sins can be forgiven? 

Yes, because Christ’s death on the cross fully paid the penalty for our sin, 
God graciously imputes Christ’s righteousness to us as if it were our own and 

will remember our sins no more.  

Q26 

What else does Christ’s death redeem? 

Christ’s death is the beginning of the redemption and renewal of every part 

of fallen creation, as he powerfully directs all things for his own glory and 
creation’s good. 

Q27 

Are all people, just as they were lost through Adam, saved through 

Christ? 

No, only those who are elected by God and united to Christ by faith. Never-

theless God in his mercy demonstrates common grace even to those who are 
not elect, by restraining the effects of sin and enabling works of culture for 

human well-being. 

Q28 

What happens after death to those not united to Christ by faith? 

At the day of judgment they will receive the fearful but just sentence of con-

demnation pronounced against them. They will be cast out from the favorable 
presence of God, into hell, to be justly and grievously punished, forever. 

Q29 

How can we be saved?  

Only by faith in Jesus Christ and in his substitutionary atoning death on the 

cross; so even though we are guilty of having disobeyed God and are still 

inclined to all evil, nevertheless, God, without any merit of our own but only 
by pure grace, imputes to us the perfect righteousness of Christ when we re-

pent and believe in him.  

Q30 

What is faith in Jesus Christ? 

Faith in Jesus Christ is acknowledging the truth of everything that God has 

revealed in his Word, trusting in him, and also receiving and resting on him 
alone for salvation as he is offered to us in the gospel.  
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Q31 

What do we believe by true faith?  

Everything taught to us in the gospel. The Apostles’ Creed expresses what 
we believe in these words: We believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 

heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was con-

ceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from there he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. 

Q32 

What do justification and sanctification mean? 

Justification means our declared righteousness before God, made possible 

by Christ’s death and resurrection for us. Sanctification means our gradual, 
growing righteousness, made possible by the Spirit’s work in us. 

Q33 

Should those who have faith in Christ seek their salvation through their 

own works, or anywhere else? 

No, they should not, as everything necessary to salvation is found in Christ. 

To seek salvation through good works is a denial that Christ is the only Re-
deemer and Savior.  

Q34 

Since we are redeemed by grace alone, through Christ alone, must we 

still do good works and obey God’s Word?  

Yes, because Christ, having redeemed us by his blood, also renews us by his 

Spirit; so that our lives may show love and gratitude to God; so that we may 
be assured of our faith by the fruits; and so that by our godly behavior others 

may be won to Christ.  

Q35 

Since we are redeemed by grace alone, through faith alone, where does 

this faith come from?  

All the gifts we receive from Christ we receive through the Holy Spirit, in-
cluding faith itself. 
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PART 3: Spirit, restoration, growing in grace. 

Q36 

What do we believe about the Holy Spirit?  

That he is God, coeternal with the Father and the Son, and that God grants 
him irrevocably to all who believe.  

Q37 

How does the Holy Spirit help us? 
The Holy Spirit convicts us of our sin, comforts us, guides us, gives us spir-

itual gifts and the desire to obey God; and he enables us to pray and to un-

derstand God’s Word. 

Q38 

What is prayer?  

Prayer is pouring out our hearts to God in praise, petition, confession of sin, 
and thanksgiving. 

Q39 

With what attitude should we pray? 

With love, perseverance, and gratefulness; in humble submission to God’s 

will, knowing that, for the sake of Christ, he always hears our prayers.  

Q40 

What should we pray?  

The whole Word of God directs and inspires us in what we should pray, in-
cluding the prayer Jesus himself taught us.  

Q41 

What is the Lord’s Prayer? 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  your 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. And 
forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

Q42 

How is the Word of God to be read and heard?   
With diligence, preparation, and prayer; so that we may accept it with faith, 
store it in our hearts, and practice it in our lives.  
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Q43 

What are the sacraments or ordinances? 

The sacraments or ordinances given by God and instituted by Christ, namely 
baptism and the Lord’s Supper, are visible signs and seals that we are bound 

together as a community of faith by his death and resurrection. By our use of 

them the Holy Spirit more fully declares and seals the promises of the gospel 

to us. 

Q44 

What is baptism?  
Baptism is the washing with water in the name of the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit; it signifies and seals our adoption into Christ, our cleansing from 

sin, and our commitment to belong to the Lord and to his church.  

Q45 

Is baptism with water the washing away of sin itself? 

No, only the blood of Christ and the renewal of the Holy Spirit can cleanse 
us from sin.  

Q46 

What is the Lord’s Supper?  
Christ commanded all Christians to eat bread and to drink from the cup in 

thankful remembrance of him and his death. The Lord’s Supper is a celebra-

tion of the presence of God in our midst; bringing us into communion with 
God and with one another; feeding and nourishing our souls. It also antici-

pates the day when we will eat and drink with Christ in his Father’s kingdom.  

Q47 

Does the Lord’s Supper add anything to Christ’s atoning work? 

No, Christ died once for all. The Lord’s Supper is a covenant meal celebrat-

ing Christ’s atoning work; as it is also a means of strengthening our faith as 
we look to him, and a foretaste of the future feast. But those who take part 

with unrepentant hearts eat and drink judgment on themselves.  

Q48 

What is the church?  

God chooses and preserves for himself a community elected for eternal life 

and united by faith, who love, follow, learn from, and worship God together. 
God sends out this community to proclaim the gospel and prefigure Christ’s 

kingdom by the quality of their life together and their love for one another.  
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Q49 

Where is Christ now?  

Christ rose bodily from the grave on the third day after his death and is seat-
ed at the right hand of the Father, ruling his kingdom and interceding for us, 

until he returns to judge and renew the whole world. 

Q50 

What does Christ’s resurrection mean for us?  

Christ triumphed over sin and death by being physically resurrected, so that 

all who trust in him are raised to new life in this world and to everlasting life 
in the world to come. Just as we will one day be resurrected, so this world 

will one day be restored. But those who do not trust in Christ will be raised to 

everlasting death.  

Q51 

Of what advantage to us is Christ's ascension? 

Christ physically ascended on our behalf, just as he came down to earth 
physically on our account, and he is now advocating for us in the presence of 

his Father, preparing a place for us, and also sends us his Spirit.  

Q52 

What hope does everlasting life hold for us? 

It reminds us that this present fallen world is not all there is; soon we will live 

with and enjoy God forever in the new city, in the new heaven and the new 
earth, where we will be fully and forever freed from all sin and will inhabit 

renewed, resurrection bodies in a renewed, restored creation.  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 


