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This	discussion	guide	is	wri/en	in	three	sec1ons.	The	first	is	for	private/individual	
reflec1on.	The	second	is	for	couples	or	for	small	groups	who	may	be	mee1ng	via	video	or	
phone.	The	third	contains	ques1ons	for	family	discussion.	As	many	of	you	are	sheltering	
in	place,	we	encourage	you	to	con1nue	to	read	the	passage	and	study	it	throughout	the	
week.	This	way	you	can	meditate	on	new	truths	each	day	and	discover	new	things	God	
might	teach	you	in	his	word.	

Sec/on	1:	Individual	Reflec/on	
1. Ray	spoke	about	1mes	when	we	encounter	the	storyteller	(Jesus)	-	the	one	who	

gives	us	the	truth	about	our	lives,	our	purpose	and	our	calling.	Are	there	moments	
or	experiences	that	you	can	think	of	when	you’ve	encountered	the	storyteller?	

2. What	makes	believing	the	story	of	Jesus	and	following	him	so	difficult?	Where	have	
you	found	joy	in	believing	the	story?	

3. Ray	talked	about	our	culture	trying	to	provide	a	story	-	a	story	of	self-obsession	and	
a	story	of	self	beSerment.	Where	do	you	see	yourself	and	the	culture	believing	this	
(unfulfilling)	story?	In	what	ways	has	that	story	ul1mately	failed	you?	

4. “GeXng	the	story”	means	geXng	clarity	on	the	ques1ons	of	who	you	are,	where
you’re	going	and	what	you	should	do.	How	would	you	ar1culate	how	the	story	
answers	these	three	ques1ons?	



5. Consider	how	this	sermon	affects	our	head,	heart	and	hands.	What	does	the	
passage	teach	us	-	what	knowledge/informa1on	do	we	gain	from	this	passage	
(head)?	What	does	this	passage	show	us	about	our	sinfulness	and	how	our	
affec1ons	need	to	be	changed	by	the	gospel	(heart)?	How	should	this	passage	
change	our	ac1ons	-	what	do	we	need	to	do	or	think	in	our	everyday	life	because	of	
these	truths	(hands)?	

Sec/on	2:	Couple/Small	Group	Discussion	
1. What	por1ons	of	the	sermon	were	most	significant	and	helpful	to	you?	Summarize	

some	of	your	answers	from	the	previous	sec1on.	

2. How	has	the	virus	shown	you	and	the	surrounding	culture	that	we	need	a	beSer	
story?	

3. Ray	dared	us	to,	“believe	that	Jesus	can	give	us	our	story	back.”	Reflect	on	this	
challenge.	Where	are	you	being	lured	by	the	story	our	culture	sells?	What	makes	the	
story	of	following	Jesus	so	different	from	the	culture?	What	makes	it	so	much	
sweeter?	

4. Intersec1ng	with	the	story	of	Jesus	happens	as	we	read	and	study	the	Bible	and	as	
we	get	ourselves	around	people	who	follow	Jesus.	How	have	you	seen	this	to	be	true	
as	you’ve	grown	in	your	living	of	the	story?	

Part	3:	Family	Discussion	
1. Share	with	your	kids	your	reflec1ons	from	Sec1ons	1	and	2.	Ask	them	to	share	some	

of	their	highlights	from	the	sermon	and	see	if	they	can	summarize	it.	



2. Discuss	with	your	kids	1mes	when	you’ve	lived	and	s1ll	live	out	of	a	different	story.	
What	did	God	teach	you	as	your	story	intersected	with	the	story	of	Jesus?	Ask	your	
kids	to	share	where	the	story	they	believe	(have	believed)	might	differ	from	the	
story	of	Jesus.	

3. Ray	briefly	described	at	the	end	of	the	sermon	how	Jesus	welcomes	us	in	his	arms.	
Discuss	with	your	kids	how	that	imagine	strikes	you	and	why	it’s	significant	that	
Jesus	does	that.	(Think	about	Jesus’	embrace	of	us,	even	as	sinners	who	struggle	to	
believe	the	story	everyday.)	


