
 

 
 

Sermon Discussion Guide 

 

 

Beholding Jesus on the Cross 

 

Warm-up Question:  

What are your favorite memories or traditions of Easter? Who will you invite to Easter 
services this year?  

 

I. BEHOLD THE: PARADOX 

► How does the cross still move you? What do you feel when you see the cross 
mocked, as in Mark 15:29-32 or the early artistic depiction of Jesus on the cross 
with the head of a donkey?  

► Read 1 Corinthians 1:18. When the world sees the cross on churches, tombstones, 
jewelry, and even tattoos, how do they receive its message? How do we see it?  

 

THE OBSCENITY 

► Read Isaiah 53:3-5 and 2 Corinthians 5:21. How does the brutality of the cross 
make you love Jesus more? 

► According to 1 Peter 2:24, what impact does the obscenity of the cross have on our 
lives today?  

 

THE BEAUTY 

► What is the effect of the beauty of the cross as described in Ephesians 5:2 and  
I John 3.16? 

► Discuss the meaning of Pastor Adam’s statement, “He took our ugliness that we 
might have his loveliness… We are hidden in his beauty.”  

 

II. BEHOLD THE: CRY 

► The Roman centurion had a close-up view of Jesus’s words on the cross. Read 
them in chronological order in Luke 23:34, Luke 23:43, John 19:26–27, Mark 15:34; 
John 19:28, John 19:30, and Luke 23:46. 

► What did this centurion notice that others did not? What moved him to make this 
confession in Mark 15:37-39, the only proclamation in the Gospel of Mark that 
Jesus is the Son of God? 

► Jesus did not ask a rhetorical question when he cried out, “My God, My God, why 
have you forsaken me?” What is the answer to his question according to 2 
Corinthians 8:9, and how does this change your view of the cross? 

 

What is one main take-away you want to apply in your life this week? 

The cross with all its 
incredible meekness and 

patience and compassion is 
no deed of passive and 

beautiful heroism simply, but 
the most potent and 

aggressive deed that heaven 
and earth have ever known: 
the attack of God’s holy love 
upon the inhumanity of man 
and the tyranny of evil, upon 
all the piled-up contradiction 

of sin. 
— T. F. Torrance 

 

Warm-Up Question:  
Coming into this holy week, how would you describe your sensitivity to spiritual things 
and the cross of Christ?  

READ: Luke 23:32-43

I. BEHOLD: THE CROWD

Read vs. 18, 21, 23, 35-37 and describe the crowd, what was going on in their 
heart, and why they probably felt this way?

Imagine yourself there that day in the crowd. What do you think you would be 
thinking and feeling and doing in the midst of it all? (Consider 1st quote to right)

II. BEHOLD: THE KING

Read Isaiah 53:3-7, 10-11. 
Describe the servant (vs. 3)
Why must the servant suffer (vs. 6)?
What was God’s desire/will for his servant (vs. 10)?
What must he suffer (4-5)?
What was to be the outcome for those who believe in him (vs. 5, 11-12)?

Read Phil. 2:6-8. How did Jesus fulfill Isaiah’s prophecy?

What benefits from Jesus’s sacrifice are most personally precious to you?

III. BEHOLD: THE KINGDOM

Describe the different views that the two criminals in vs. 39-43 had regarding their 
sin? How did that lead to differing views of Jesus? 

Do you struggle more with not seeing your sin and need of the cross OR more 
being overwhelmed with your sin and doubt the cross is enough?

This holy week, what impact do you hope for from beholding the cross and then 
the resurrection of Jesus on Easter Sunday?

What is one main take-away you want to apply in your life this week? 

Beholding Jesus on the Cross: The King & His Kingdom

“Unless you see yourself 
standing there with the 
shrieking crowd, full of 

hostility and hatred for the 
holy and innocent Lamb 
of God, you don’t really 
understand the nature 

and depth of your sin or 
the necessity of the 

cross.”
― C.J. Mahaney

“Before we can begin to 
see the cross as 

something done for us, 
we have to see it as 

something done by us.” 
― John R.W. Stott

“It costs God nothing, so 
far as we know, to create 
nice things; but to convert 
rebellious wills cost Him 

crucifixion.” 
― C. S. Lewis

“It was not nails that held 
Jesus to that wretched 

cross; it was his 
unqualified resolution, out 
of love for his Father, to 

do his Father’s will—and it 
was his love for sinners 

like me.” 
― D.A. Carson



Beholding Jesus on the Cross: The King & His Kingdom
Warm-Up Question:  
Coming into this holy week, how would you describe your sensitivity to spiritual things and the cross of Christ?  

READ: Luke 23:32-43

I. BEHOLD: THE CROWD

Read vs. 18, 21, 23, 35-37 and describe the crowd, what was going on in their heart and why they probably felt 
this way? (Consider 1st quote to right)

Imagine yourself there that day in the crowd. What do you think you would be thinking and feeling and doing in the 
midst of it all?

II. BEHOLD: THE KING

Read Isaiah 53:3-7, 10-11. 
Describe the servant (vs. 3)

Why must the servant suffer (vs. 6)

What was God’s desire/will for his servant (vs. 10)?

What must he suffer (4-5)?

What was to be the outcome for those who believe in him (vs. 5, 11-12)?

Read Phil. 2:6-8. How did Jesus fulfill Isaiah’s prophecy?

What benefits from Jesus sacrifice are most personally precious to you?

III. BEHOLD: THE KINGDOM

Describe the two different views that the two criminals in vs. 39-43 had regarding their sin? How did that lead to 
differing views of Jesus? 

Do you struggle more with not seeing your sin and need of the cross or more being overwhelmed with your sin and 
doubt the cross is enough?

This holy week, what impact do you hope for from beholding the cross & then the resurrection of Jesus on Easter 
Sunday?

What is one main take-away you want to apply in your life this week? 


