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RUTH 3: Waiting on the Lord

For Prayer Time:

 Praise God for how he has 
been faithful to you the past 
few weeks or years. 

 Ask God to help you wait 
on him. Tell God you trust 
him with any unanswered 
prayers and unfixed 
problems.

Warm-Up Question: 

READ: Ruth 3

Naomi and Ruth arrived in Bethlehem at the beginning of the barley harvest 
(1:22). They knew Boaz was a relative “redeemer” who could help them. What 
do you think it would have been like to wait so long for Boaz to act? 

Describe a situation where you were waiting on the Lord to act, to provide an 
answer or fix a problem, but it took much longer than expected or maybe never 
came. What does faith feel like in such situations?

What are you personally tempted to do or run to in difficult situations when 
needing God to act or help? 

Boaz sends Ruth home with a ton of grain. Read 1:21. Read 3:15-17, using 
the same word “empty.” What do you think God is trying to communicate to 
Naomi and Ruth?

What do you think God wants you to believe in any of your situations where 
you feel “empty” are having to wait on the Lord to provide “fullness”?

Read the following verses and after each one discuss the faithfulness of God 
to act and provide for us when we are “empty.”

• Psalm 130:5-7
• Isaiah 40:29-31
• Philippians 1:6

Take a few moments and name some of the ways God has been faithful to you 
in the past few months or years. How does that give you confidence to wait on 
him in the future?

Spend time in prayer telling God that you trust him and will fight to wait for him 
in any difficult situations you are in right now. 

What is one main take-away you want to apply in your life this week?



Waiting on the Lord
Ruth 3

Warm-Up Question: 
How do you do with waiting? (Think about situations from waiting for food at a restaurant or in line at a theme park to 
weightier things like waiting for financial help or healing for a sickness)

READ: Ruth 3

Naomi and Ruth arrived in Bethlehem at the beginning of the barley harvest (1:22). They knew Boaz was a relative 
“redeemer” who could help them. What do you think it would have been like to wait so long for Boaz to act? 

Describe a situation where you were waiting on the Lord to act, to provide an answer or fix a problem, but it took 
much longer than expected or maybe never came. What does faith feel like in such situations?

What are you personally tempted to do or run to in difficult situations when needing God to act or help? 

Boaz sends Ruth home with a ton of grain. Read 1:21. Read 3:15-17, using the same word “empty.” What do you 
think God is trying to communicate to Naomi and Ruth?

What do you think God wants you to believe in any of your situations where you feel “empty” are having to wait on 
the Lord to provide “fullness”?

Read the following verses and after each one discuss the faithfulness of God to act and provide for us when we 
are “empty.”

• Psalm 130:5-7

• Isaiah 40:29-31

• Philippians 1:6

Take a few moments and name some of the ways God has been faithful to you in the past few months or years. 
How does that give you confidence to wait on him in the future?

Spend time in prayer telling God that you trust him and will fight to wait for him in any difficult situations you are in 
right now. 

What is one main take-away you want to apply in your life this week?



Scripture Passages Used:

Ruth 3:1   Then Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, “My daughter, should I not seek rest for you, 
that it may be well with you? 2 Is not Boaz our relative, with whose young women you were? See, 
he is winnowing barley tonight at the threshing floor. 3 Wash therefore and anoint yourself, and put 
on your cloak and go down to the threshing floor, but do not make yourself known to the man until 
he has finished eating and drinking. 4 But when he lies down, observe the place where he lies. 
Then go and uncover his feet and lie down, and he will tell you what to do.” 5 And she replied, “All 
that you say I will do.”


Ruth 3:6   So she went down to the threshing floor and did just as her mother-in-law had 
commanded her. 7 And when Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his heart was merry, he went to lie 
down at the end of the heap of grain. Then she came softly and uncovered his feet and lay down. 8 
At midnight the man was startled and turned over, and behold, a woman lay at his feet! 9 He said, 
“Who are you?” And she answered, “I am Ruth, your servant. Spread your wings over your servant, 
for you are a redeemer.” 10 And he said, “May you be blessed by the LORD, my daughter. You 
have made this last kindness greater than the first in that you have not gone after young men, 
whether poor or rich. 11 And now, my daughter, do not fear. I will do for you all that you ask, for all 
my fellow townsmen know that you are a worthy woman. 12 And now it is true that I am a 
redeemer. Yet there is a redeemer nearer than I. 13 Remain tonight, and in the morning, if he will 
redeem you, good; let him do it. But if he is not willing to redeem you, then, as the LORD lives, I will 
redeem you. Lie down until the morning.”


Ruth 3:14   So she lay at his feet until the morning, but arose before one could recognize another. 
And he said, “Let it not be known that the woman came to the threshing floor.” 15 And he said, 
“Bring the garment you are wearing and hold it out.” So she held it, and he measured out six 
measures of barley and put it on her. Then she went into the city. 16 And when she came to her 
mother-in-law, she said, “How did you fare, my daughter?” Then she told her all that the man had 
done for her, 17 saying, “These six measures of barley he gave to me, for he said to me, ‘You must 
not go back empty-handed to your mother-in-law.’” 18 She replied, “Wait, my daughter, until you 
learn how the matter turns out, for the man will not rest but will settle the matter today.”


