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SERMON DISCUSSION GUIDE

Warm-Up Question:  
What’s a favorite parts about going to church in general? What about service?

READ:  Hebrews 9:15-28

I.  ATONEMENT:  WITHOUT GOD

Why and how do all people feel a sense of guilt for their wrong doing, even if 
not religious? What do they typically do with their guilt? (See Rom. 2:14-16) 

II.  ATONEMENT:  WITHOUT GRACE

From v. 18-22, how were sins & the guilt of sin atoned for in the Old 
Testament?

Why weren’t the blood of animals able to atone for sin? How was that system 
of purification for sin only meant to be a sign and shadow of what was to 
come? (See Heb. 10:4, 11; Is. 1:11; Hosea 6:6)

What are some of the ways religious people still try to atone for sins apart from 
grace through Jesus? 

Do you still struggle with a guilty conscience? Do you ever struggle to try to 
deal with guilt or clean your conscience through some effort of good works?

III.  ATONEMENT:  WITH CHRIST

From v. 24-28, describe what Christ did to atone for our sin? (See also Matt. 
26:28; Rom. 3:25; 5:8-10)

If that is true, do you as a Christian ever need to do anything else to atone for 
our past, present, or future sins? 

How does this truth free us? Free our conscience? Free us not defend 
ourselves when accused of wrongdoing? Free us to be honest before God and 
others about our sin?

From v. 15, what other blessings do we have from Christ’s work of atonement?
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ATONEMENT
Hebrews 9:15-28

Warm-Up Question:  
What’s a favorite parts about going to church in general? What about service?

READ:  Hebrews 9:15-28

I.  ATONEMENT:  WITHOUT GOD

Why and how do all people feel a sense of guilt for their wrong doing, even if not religious? What do they typically 
do with their guilt? (See Rom. 2:14-16) 

II.  ATONEMENT:  WITHOUT GRACE

From v. 18-22, how were sins & the guilt of sin atoned for in the Old Testament?

Why weren’t the blood of animals able to atone for sin? How was that system of purification for sin only meant to 
be a sign and shadow of what was to come? (See Heb. 10:4, 11; Is. 1:11; Hosea 6:6)

What are some of the ways religious people still try to atone for sins apart from grace through Jesus? 

Do you still struggle with a guilty conscience? Do you ever struggle to try to deal with guilt or clean your 
conscience through some effort of good works?

III.  ATONEMENT:  WITH CHRIST

From v. 24-28, describe what Christ did to atone for our sin? (See also Matt. 26:28; Rom. 3:25; 5:8-10)

If that is true, do you as a Christian ever need to do anything else to atone for our past, present, or future sins? 

How does this truth free us? Free our conscience? Free us not defend ourselves when accused of wrongdoing? 
Free us to be honest before God and others about our sin?

From v. 15, what other blessings do we have from Christ’s work of atonement?



Scriptures Used

Heb. 9:15   Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may 
receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from the 
transgressions committed under the first covenant. 16 For where a will is involved, the death of the 
one who made it must be established. 17 For a will takes effect only at death, since it is not in force 
as long as the one who made it is alive. 18 Therefore not even the first covenant was inaugurated 
without blood. 19 For when every commandment of the law had been declared by Moses to all the 
people, he took the blood of calves and goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and 
sprinkled both the book itself and all the people, 20 saying, “This is the blood of the covenant that 
God commanded for you.” 21 And in the same way he sprinkled with the blood both the tent and 
all the vessels used in worship. 22 Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, 
and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.


Heb. 9:23   Thus it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these 
rites, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24 For Christ has 
entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true things, but into heaven 
itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. 25 Nor was it to offer himself 
repeatedly, as the high priest enters the holy places every year with blood not his own, 26 for then 
he would have had to suffer repeatedly since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has 
appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 And just 
as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, 28 so Christ, having been 
offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save 
those who are eagerly waiting for him.


Rom. 2:14 For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law 
requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law. 15 
They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their 
conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even 
excuse them 16 on that day when, according to my gospel, God judges the 
secrets of men by Christ Jesus.


Heb. 10:4 For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.


Heb. 10:11   And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, 
which can never take away sins.


Is. 1:11 	 “What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? says the LORD;

	  I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams and the fat of well-fed beasts;

	  I do not delight in the blood of bulls, or of lambs, or of goats.


Hos. 6:6 	 For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice,

	 	 the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.


Matt. 26:28 for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness 
of sins.




Rom. 3:25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was 
to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins.


Rom. 5:8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 
Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him 
from the wrath of God. 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of 
his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.



