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SERMON DISCUSSION GUIDE

Warm-Up Question:  
When you think of God’s posture or face toward you, what do you imagine it is like?

READ:  John 1:14-18

I.  GRACE & TRUTH:  GLORY

Read Exodus 33:18-22 & 34:5-7. How did God display his glory here?

Read John 1:1-3, 14. How could John say that “we have seen his glory”?   
How did Jesus display the glory of God? 

From John 12:23-24, what was the ultimate way Jesus displayed his glory?
What does it say about the nature of how God wants to display his glory to you? 

II.  GRACE & TRUTH:  THE LAW

Vs.17 says the law was given through Moses, and grace and truth came 
through Jesus. Do you feel any tension between law/truth & love/grace?

Read Rom. 8:1-4 and Gal. 3:10, 13. Discuss how God’s law and grace come 
together at the cross. Discuss what is true about you now (esp. Rom. 8:1, 4)?

Do you ever struggle to believe these truths? Do you tend to focus more on 
law or grace? Do you ever allow the law to condemn you?

III.  GRACE & TRUTH:  GRACE

What do you think John means by saying we receive from Jesus “grace upon 
grace”? (Note: “Upon” can = “on top of” or “ongoing.”) See also Rom. 5:20

A person once said, “For every time we think of our sin, we must to preach to 
ourselves God’s grace 10 x’s.” How would this be good in our fight against sin?

Read Titus 2:11-14. How is grace meant to impact, change and transform us? 

WHAT SHOULD WE IMAGINE GOD’S FACE/POSTURE IS TOWARD US IN 
LIGHT OF JESUS’ SACRIFICE AND GOD’S ABOUNDING GRACE?

“The law says, ‘Do this,’ and 
it is never done. Grace says, 

‘Believe in this,’ and 
everything is already done.”

— Martin Luther

“Grace means God moving 
heaven and earth to save 
sinners who could not lift a 
finger to save themselves.”

— JI Packer

For Prayer:

• Praise God for his grace 
toward you

• Ask God for help 
experiencing more of his 
grace

• Pray for some who 
haven’t yet experienced 
God’s grace

BOTH+AND — GRACE & TRUTH
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BOTH + AND — GRACE & TRUTH

John 1:14   And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and cried 
out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was 
before me.’”) 16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the law was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; 
the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known.


Ex. 33:18 Moses said, “Please show me your glory.” 19 And he said, “I will make all my goodness 
pass before you and will proclaim before you my name ‘The LORD.’ And I will be gracious to whom 
I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. 20 But,” he said, “you cannot 
see my face, for man shall not see me and live.” 21 And the LORD said, “Behold, there is a place 
by me where you shall stand on the rock, 22 and while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of 
the rock, and I will cover you with my hand until I have passed by.


Ex. 34:5 The LORD descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of 
the LORD. 6 The LORD passed before him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful 
and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 7 keeping steadfast 
love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the 
guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children’s children, to the third and 
the fourth generation.”


John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He 
was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any 
thing made that was made.


John 1:14   And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.


John 12:23 And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 
Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if 
it dies, it bears much fruit.


Rom. 8:1   There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the 
law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3 For God has 
done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of 
the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.


Gal. 3:10   For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, “Cursed be 
everyone who does not abide by all things written in the Book of the Law, and do them.”


Gal. 3:13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is 
written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”—


Rom. 5:20 Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but where sin increased, grace 
abounded all the more,




Titus 2:11   For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12 training us to 
renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in 
the present age, 13 waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and 
Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for 
himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.


