
SERMON DISCUSSION GUIDE

A CULTURE OF GOSPEL:
TRANSFORMATION   JOY   WELCOME   GENERATIONS   WORSHIP   COMMUNITY   MISSION

Warm-Up Question:  
Share if anything especially impacted you over Holy Week and Easter weekend.

READ:  John 11:17-46; 20:30-31

I.  DEATH + LIFE:  MARTHA & MARY

How can you relate with Martha and Mary’s response to Jesus (v. 21 & 32) 
when you are going through something really hard in life?

How do they both express faith in the midst of their grief (see also v. 22). 

What theological truths to Jesus explain in v. 25-26?

II.  DEATH + LIFE:  JESUS — COMPASSION AND ANGER

Discuss the different emotions that Jesus throughout this situation (v. 33-38).

Why was Jesus deeply moved and weeping considering he stayed to let him 
die and knew what he was going to do? 

What does the reality of having a God that was “troubled” (distressed) and 
“deeply moved” (intense feeling of concern) say about how God feels about 
you in your suffering? 

III.  DEATH + LIFE:  LAZARUS

Describe what you think it means to “see the glory of God” (v. 40). How did 
they see God’s “glory”? How do feel a longing to see God’s glory?

Jesus called for Lazarus to rise from the dead with a few words. Read 2 Cor. 
4:3-6 & discuss how this is similar to how God still raises people from the 
dead. 

How does this passage give us hope for all things that are broken and “dead” 
in our lives? What are some things that you are most looking forward to being 
“resurrected” to new life one day? 

From John 20:30-31, what is the general way God wants us to respond to this 
miracle? What specific ways might God be calling you to trust him right now?

What is one main take-away you want to apply in your life this week? 

!



EASTER: DEATH + LIFE

Warm-Up Question:  
Share if anything especially impacted you over Holy Week and Easter weekend.

READ:  John 11:17-46; 20:30-31

I.  DEATH + LIFE:  MARTHA & MARY
How can you relate with Martha and Mary’s response to Jesus (v. 21 & 32) when you are going through something 
really hard in life?

How do they both express faith in the midst of their grief (see also v. 22). 

What theological truths to Jesus explain in v. 25-26?

II.  DEATH + LIFE:  JESUS — COMPASSION AND ANGER
Discuss the different emotions that Jesus throughout this situation (v. 33-38).

Why was Jesus deeply moved & weeping considering he stayed to let him die and knew what he was going to do? 

What does the reality of having a God that was “troubled” (distressed) and “deeply moved” (intense feeling of 
concern) say about how God feels about you in your suffering? 

III.  DEATH + LIFE:  LAZARUS
Describe what you think it means to “see the glory of God” (v. 40). How did they see God’s “glory”? How do feel a 
longing to see God’s glory?

Jesus called for Lazarus to rise from the dead with a few words. Read 2 Cor. 4:3-6 & discuss how this is similar to 
how God still raises people from the dead. 

How does this passage give us hope for all things that are broken and “dead” in our lives? What are some things 
that you are most looking forward to being “resurrected” to new life one day? 

From John 20:30-31, what is the general way God wants us to respond to this miracle? What specific ways might 
God be calling you to trust him right now?

What is one main take-away you want to apply in your life this week? 



Scriptures Used

John 11:17   Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 
four days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and many of the Jews 
had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20 So when 
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in 
the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died. 22 But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 23 Jesus 
said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise 
again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and 
the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives 
and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I 
believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.”


John 11:28   When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, 
“The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she rose quickly and 
went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place 
where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who were with her in the house, consoling 
her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she was going to 
the tomb to weep there. 32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell 
at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 
When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was 
deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And he said, “Where have you laid him?” 
They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he 
loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man 
also have kept this man from dying?”


John 11:38   Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a 
stone lay against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead 
man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 
40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 
41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you 
that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of 
the people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said 
these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44 The man who had died 
came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. 
Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”


John 11:45   Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he 
did, believed in him, 46 but some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus 
had done.


John 20:30   Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are 
not written in this book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.


